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Students will:  • Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using

effective technique, well-chosen details,

and well-structured event sequences. 

• Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

•Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,

rewriting, or trying a new approach

Fourth Grade Quarter 1

Writing
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Write narratives to develop real or 

imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, 

descriptive details, and clear event 

sequences.

(A) Orient the reader by 

establishing a situationand 

introducing a narrator and/or 

characters; organize an event 

sequence that unfolds naturally. 

(Q1-Q3)

(B) Use dialogue and description 

to develop experiences and 

events or show the responses of 

characters to situations. (Q1-Q3)

(C) Use a variety of transitional 

words and phrases to manage the 

sequence of events. (Q1-Q3)

(D) Use concrete words and 

phrases and sensory details to 

convey experiences and events 

precisely. (Q1-Q3)

(E) Provide a conclusion that 

follows from the narrated 

experiences or events. (Q1-Q3)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

There are numerous transitional phrases which indicate relationships between 

sentences and paragraphs. 

• Direction: here, there, over there, beyond, nearly, opposite, under, above, to the

left, to the right, in the distance

• Illustration: for example, for instance, for one thing, as an illustration, illustrated

with, as an example, in this case

• Similarity: comparatively, coupled with, correspondingly, identically, likewise,

similar, moreover, together with 

Art Appreciation/Narrative Writing

Example: Grade 4 Unit 5

After looking at and discussing as a class Vincent van Gogh’s Wheat Field with 

Crows, we will write stories which could be illustrated by the painting. Begin by 

outlining your story using the “Somebody-Wanted-But-So” graphic organizer. Then, 

make a list of the main events for your story. Next, add details by incorporating 

some facts you learned from your research, as well as some imaginary information, 

because we have learned that taking “artistic license” is an effective technique that 

authors use to build a story. Write a draft of your story and work with a partner to 

choose words and phrases that have the effect you want. Once you and your 

partner believe your story is of the highest quality, you will be asked to record 

yourself reading it. Upload this as a podcast to the class webpage, which will have 

Vincent van Gogh’s painting displayed nearby.
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4 W 4 Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development and organization 

are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. (Grade-

specific expectations for writing 

types are defined in writing 

standards 1–3) (Q1-Q4)

In this standard students are using the writing processes of prewriting and 

planning.  This includes using strategies to organize ideas for specific tasks and 

purposes. Students will generate ideas through a variety of activities (e.g., 

brainstorming, graphic organizing, drawing, discussing). Organizational strategies 

for planning include the use of graphic organizers to visually represent 

comparisons, sequence, time-line and cause and effect can help with planning. 

Students determine the purpose of the assignment (to entertain, to inform, to 

communicate, to persuade).

Topics can be selected from the Social Studies (Strand 1 & 2) and Science 

Standards.

    

Journal Response

Example: Grade 4 Unit 1

Following a class discussion of each body system and the similarities and 

differences between them, be ready to write in your journal about each system 

and how they work together. 
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4 W 5 With guidance and support 

from peers and adults, develop 

and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, 

and editing. (Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up to 

and including grade 4. (Q1-Q4)

Teachers create a focus wall or word wall as a resource for student access for 

writing.

Teachers create tools or use strategies such as peer-review, checklists, and rubrics 

to refine the draft. 

Students create vocabulary concept or thesaurus journals as a resource to assist in 

modifying word choice.

      

Literature Response 

Example: Grade 4 Unit 1

How do Peter’s experiences in Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing , Judy Blume, 

remind you of your family? Talk with a partner and share your ideas. Then, write a 

short story about a family member, and share it with the same partner. Ask your 

partner to tell you what they like and what could be improved (i.e., if a specific 

section needs more details to be clear). 
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4 W 9ab Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and 

research.  (Q1-Q3)         

(A) Apply grade 4 Reading 

standards to literature (e.g., 

“Describe in depth a character, 

setting, or event in a story or 

drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text [e.g., a 

character’s thoughts, words, 

or actions].”). (Q1-Q3)

(B) Apply grade 4 Reading 

standards to informational 

texts (e.g., “Explain how an 

author uses reasons and 

evidence to support particular 

points in a text”). (Q1-Q3)

The writer’s response is the reaction to a literary or informational selection and is 

supported by evidence. Fiction or non-fiction text response includes the writer’s 

interpretation, analysis, opinion, and/ or feelings about the text and selected 

elements within it. The response will demonstrate an understanding of the 

selection and includes evidence and details from the text. 

• Analysis: Students compare & contrast, show cause & effect, categorize, or

sequence a selected text. The response demonstrates an understanding of the 

selection and includes evidence and details from the text.

• Reflection: Students use a journal entry or book review to provide their personal

emotional reaction to a selected text.

• Research: Students restate, explain or define the facts from the text.

   

Class Discussion/Reflective Essay

Example: Grade 4 Unit 1 

As a class, summarize what was learned in this unit as it relates to the essential 

question “How do stories reveal what we have in common?” Following the class 

discussion, write your response in your journal and share it with your teacher. 
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4 W 10 Write routinely over extended 

time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

(Q1-Q4)

Discipline-specific tasks may be narratives, opinion pieces, 

informative/explanatory, journals, friendly and formal letters, logs, diaries, 

functional text, instructions, recipes, procedures, posters, poetry, etc.

Examples of time management strategies:

• Teachers provide a frame-work to assist students in using time management

skills.

• Timer set for a specific amount of time.

• Music playing in background while writing occurs.

• Specific time-limited assignment of completing the outline, or 1st draft, or re-

write.

 Writing Your Opinion

Example: Grade 4 Unit 6

If heroism demands courage and taking risks, which legendary character, King 

Arthur or Robin Hood, is a better hero? Support your opinion with strong evidence 

from the text. 
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